Council Minutes

February 27,2023

A duly warned meeting of the Newport City Council was held on Monday, February 27, 2023 in the
council room in the Newport Municipal Building. Present were Mayor Paul Monette, Council President
John Wilson, council members Melissa Pettersson, Kevin Charboneau, and Christopher Vachon, City
Manager Laura Dolgin, City Clerk/Treasurer James D. Johnson, Public Works Director Tom Bernier, Police
Chief Travis Bingham, Fire Chief John Harlamert, Recreation Director Michael Brown, Zoning
Administrator Francis Cheney, Program Administrator Rebecca Therrien, Grandstand Committee
President Roger Cartee and members of the Press and Public.

Mayor Monette called the meeting to order at 6:35 PM.

Approval of Minutes

Mr. Vachon moved to approve the minutes of February 6, 2023. Seconded by Mr. Wilson, motion
carried unanimously.

Comments by the Public

Anne Chiarello acknowledged the mayor for his years of hard work. And commented on the sewer and
water budget.

Jennifer Bjurling commented on the Sewer and Water budget.

Grandstand Association Update

Roger Cartee, Grandstand Association President gave an update on the grandstand and the $500,000
Earmark. Roger also asked that the council approve and accept the earmark and allow the Grandstand
Committee to file the required paper work on behalf of the City.

Mayor Monette asked that the city apply for a historic designation from the State of Vermont for the
grandstand. The Grandstand Committee will complete the paperwork.



Ms. Pettersson moved to approve of and accept the Federal Earmark Funds in the amount of $500,000
to be used solely for renovation of Newport’s Historic Gardner Park Grandstand and Ball Field, in
cooperation with the Grandstand Committee, and surplus funds if any, be used to help with
maintenance of the grandstand. Seconded by Mr. Wilson, motion carried unanimously.

Ms. Pettersson moved to authorize the Grandstand Committee to apply to the Vermont Division for
Historical Preservation for historic designation of the Gardner Park Grandstand. Seconded by Mr.
Charboneau, motion carried unanimously.

New Business

Mr. Charboneau moved to approve a vendor’s permit for Smokin’ Joes BBQ, LLC. Seconded by Mr.
Wilson, motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Charboneau moved to approve Liquor and Tobacco licenses for Maplefields and Newport Village
Market. Seconded by Ms. Pettersson, motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Vachon thanked Mr. Brown and the Rec. Committee for the Winterfest events.

Ms. Dolgin noted that the Annual Report is on the city web-site and hard copies will be picked up
tomorrow.

Old Business

None.

Next Meeting Dates

Regular meeting Monday, March 6, 2023 at 6:30 PM. Info meeting Monday, March 6, 2023 at 6:30 PM.
Annual Meeting Tuesday. March 7, 2023, from 8:00 AM to 7:00 PM.

Executive Session to Discuss the Evaluation of a Public Officer or Employee, 1 VSA 313(3)(a)(3)

Ms. Pettersson moved to enter executive session to discuss the evaluation of a Public Officer or
employee. Seconded by Mr. Vachon, motion carried unanimously.

No Action.

Adjournment

Mr. Charboneau moved to adjourn at 8:23 PM. Seconded by Mr. Wilson, motion carried unanimously.
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Gardner Park Grandstand Preservation Association, Inc.
398 Sias Avenue

Newport, Vermont 05855

February 23, 2023

Memo to Newport City Council:

I wanted to let you know where the Gardner Park Grandstand Preservation Association
Committee is concerning our commitment to working with the City of Newport to renovate the
Grandstand at Gardner Park while also asking for your vote of support to continue this project.

As you well know the Earmark funding has been approved and the paperwork is pending. Our
thanks go out to Senator Peter Welch for selecting the City’s application, and as before, we are
presently ready and willing to work with the Council and city administration to finish the job.

Our commitment to working with the City to renovate the Historic Grandstand remains as strong
today as it was when we started this project over a year ago, and as we did then, we will continue
to do everything we can to finish what we started without any financial burden to the people of
the City of Newport.

As in the previous year plus, we have done the leg work in filling out the necessary paperwork
that got us where we are today. With the City’s permission we will continue to do whatever is
necessary to reach our final goal, renovation of the grandstand.

Now that the city has been approved for the funding, our committee has met to plan the next
steps in financing the renovation that would include unexpected expenses along with money to
help cover the cost for maintenance.

We are ready to move ahead but need your continued support. We are asking for a vote of the
council allowing us to officially proceed with the Earmark paperwork on behalf of the City of
Newport.

We are also asking that the council vote to give us permission to submit a request on behalf of
the city to thé State of Vermont designating the Grandstand as an historic site. That paperwork
has been completed and is presently waiting for a vote of support from the council.

I would like to thank the council again for their support and our committee looks forward to once
again working with the city to revitalize economic recreational activities at Gardner Park.

Sincerely,

Ragen Cantee, committee President.



STATE OF VERMONT SURVEY NUMBER:

Division for Historic Preservation (Assigned by VDHP)
Listed in State Register [

Date:

VERMONT ARCHITECTURAL ; i -
RESOURCE INVENTORY* gzizzrmmed Eligible for State Register O

o PRESENT FORMAL NAME: Gardner Park Grandstand
Individual Property Survey Form

ORIGINAL FORMAL NAME: Gardner Park Grandstand

COUNTY: Orleans PRESENT USE: Baseball Grandstand
TOWN: City of Newport ORIGINAL USE: Baseball Grandstand
ADDRESS: Gardner Park Road ARCHITECT/ENGINEER: Frank Sabourin
COMMON NAME: Gardner Park Grandstand BUILDER/CONTRACTOR: Frank Sabourin
PROPERTY TYPE: Municipal Grandstand DATE BUILT: 1939

OWNER:

ADDRESS: City of Newport 222 Main Street Newport, VT 05855

ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC: PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE:
Yes [ No [ Restricted Good [ Fair Poor [
LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: STYLE: Wooden Grandstand

Local State Nationat [

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
Structural System:
1. Foundation: Stonel] Brick[(dl ConcreteX Concrete BlockX

2. Wall Structure
a. Wood Frame: Post & BeamX Plank[d Balloon] Platforml]

b. Load Bearing Masonry: Brickdl Stone[] Concretel] Concrete Block[]
i' c. Metal: Iron[J Steelll d. Other:
' 3. Wall Cladding: Clapboard(] Board & Batten] Wood ShingleX Shiplap]
Noveltyd] Asbestos Shingled) Aluminum Siding] Asphalt ShingleT Vinyl Siding{]
Brick Veneer[d Stone Veneerl] Other:
4. Roof Structure
Truss: WoodX Iron[] Steel] Concretel] Other:
5. Roof Covering: Slate[] Wood Shinglel] Asphalt Shingle[d Sheet MetalX
Built Upd Rolledd Tile(l Standing Seam] Other: Drain Type Steel
6. Engineering Structure:
7. Other:
Appendages: Porches(] Towerst] CupolasC] DormersL] Chimneys[] Sheds[]
EllsO Wings(d Bay Window[] Other:
Roof Styles: GableX Hip[] Shed FlatCl Mansardl] Gambreld JerkinheadU
Saw Tooth[d With Monitor[] With Bellcastld With Parapetl] With False Frontl]
Other:
Number of Stories: N/A
Entrance Location: N/A
Number of Bays: 9 rows with seating for approximately 700 when constructed.
Approximate Dimensions: 96’ x 25'

Criteria for Eligibility: A: Historic® B: Person] C: ArchitecturalX D: Archeologicail]

Integrity: Location®X DesignX Setting® MaterialsX WorkmanshipX Feelingd] Assoc.X

Areas of Significance: Original Wooden Structure, Engineering, Architecture and Recreation

* Formerly known as the Historic Sites and Structures Survey



ADDITIONAL ARCHITECTURAL OR STRUCTURAL DESCRIPTION:

The grandstand, located in the northwestern portion of Gardner Memorial Park, is a 96’ x
25’ single story wood frame structure resting on cement piers. The primary portion of the
structure is an open grandstand with 9 rows of wooden benches which could seat
approximately 700 people. The area beneath the grandstand is enclosed and originally
contained locker rooms, bathrooms, water fountain, storage and a concession stand. This
part of the building is no longer used.

The metal roof supported by five posts along the open front elevation and has exposed
rafter tails. The roof of the grandstand is framed with an alternating pattern of rafters and
site built trusses. There is wood shingle siding on the rear elevation and in the gable ends
above the seating. On the rear elevation, eight rectangular openings, covered with heavy
gauge wire fencing, are set just below the eaves, and provide natural light and air to the
stands.

The press box was not part of the original structure as part of the restoration will be
removed due to current accessibility standards.

RELATED RESOURCES: (Describe)

Gardner Memorial Park, Baseball Fields, Playground, Skate Park and proposed Splash
Pad.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:

Gardner Park and the Gardner Park Grandstand both have a long history from the initial
concept of the park in 1929 to its initial construction through the VERA program in 1934.
Forty of the city’s unemployed men were able to be put back to work during the great
depression. Construction of the historical Gardner Park Grandstand was announced by
Mayor Winston Prouty in May of 1939. The labor and materials were to be funded by the
WPA program and the structure would be 96 feet by 25 feet and seat 700.

The grandstand was a great addition to the Gardner Park
complex and over the years the field has been used by the
Newport Frontiers semi-pro baseball team, Newport High and
Sacred Heart High Schools for both football and baseball until
BN the union high school was built in 1967.

The Northern Vermont Semi-Pro Baseball League also played
et oy . B at Gardner Park through the 50’s into the 70’s. A number of

Grandstand - 19405 the players from that league were children of or related to
Newport and area athletes who played for the original Newport Frontiers, the first team to
play at Gardner Park when it opened in the early 40’s.




In the early 2000s the city hosted New England Babe Ruth tournament where hundreds
came to Newport to watch and enjoy the area thus providing an economic boost at that

||||||||

2004 New England Regional Babe Ruth Tournament

The grandstand has been a fixture in Gardner Park for over 80 years and is one of only a
few original wooden structures left in the State of Vermont and is significant under
Criterion A for its role in the recreational history of Newport and Criterion C for its
architectural and engineering significance.

(See attached newspaper clippings and photos)

REFERENCE CITATIONS:

Express and Standard, Newport Daily Express

MAP: (Indicate North in Circle) SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT:
See attachedX Open Woodland [
Scattered Buildings

Moderately Built Up U

Densely Built Up U

Residential 1 Commercial
Agricultural TJ  Industrial U

Roadside Strip Development

Other: Located in open park along Clyde
River. Across the river/street is a strip
development.

RECORDED BY: Roger Cartee, President

ORGANIZATION: Gardner Park Grandstand Preservation Association, Inc.

DATE RECORDED: March 2023

* Formerly known as the Historic Sites and Structures Survey



Gardner Park Grandstand Map




Gardner Park Grandstand Newspaper Articles and Photos

—

SINGLE COPIES 5 CENTS

$12,892.80 VERA
1Pr0jectl_n§ewp0rt

|

![About 40 Men Getting Part
| Time Work On Gardner
'|

Park Project

. Newnport City will benefit by more
‘than $9,000.00 under the VERA and’
‘since August 23 forty of the city's
‘unemployed have been engaged ol1
“the new project of filling Gardner
‘Park. The actual amount appropria-
ted under the VERA is $9456.00, to
which the city adds $3,436.80, mak-
ing a grand total for the project of
$12.892.80.

The city proposes to benefit in two

-ways., making more gravel available
from the city pit by uncovering a
‘new area, and using the soil for
“filling on the park.
i Two forces of 20 men each work
‘in shifts of three eight-hour days
a week, and draw $9.60 weekly for
:the support of their families. Under
.this plan with a weekly pavroll of
approximately $490.00, a force of
140 men will be provided work ex-
“tending through the winter into
March.

Express and Standard (Newport, Vermont) - 14 Sep 1934

* Formerly known as the Historic Sites and Structures Survey



SINGLE COPIES 2 CENTS
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y (randstand and Field
n House at Gardner Park
 To Be Built Immediately

... Building At Municipal Park Will Accommo-
- date 700 and Provide Space For Shower
Rooms and Dressing Rooms Under
the Seats

-« Audience Delighted :::

. With Short Concert

1rd ¢ . N
.. By Miss Burroughs

jec-

and  Third Appearance of the Tal-
the ented Young Lady At

'-“"*{d Burns Theatre

Conservation Board
To Ask For Funds

Needed To Mateh Federal Mon-
¢ 10 ey For Clean-up of Forest
AT Fire Hazards

Vermant Press Huareso:
MONTPELIER. Feb. 3—The siate :

b e e o rm - P PR - - - - - - -~

The Newport Daily Express (Newport, Vermont) - 3 Feb 1939
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Newnort's Gardner Park
( Newport: Express)

Newport's Gardner Park takes
on a new phase of usefulness to
the city in the announcement
that there is to be constructed at
once a grandstand and field
hotse thereon. Thus gradually i=
thhe park becoming a play and
sports center and when the
<hrubbery leaves and blooms this
spring and grass areas become
areen thieve wiil come a new peavi-
V10 the patrk. once a  oreodos
of mosquitoes and an evesore 10
‘e thousands of car occuparnts,
many of then: strangers, who pass
the spot daily. This pars 1s des-
rimed to become one of Newpor!
City’'s greatest a~sels,

The Burlington Free Press (Burlington, Vermont) - 11 Feb 1939, Sat - Page 6

* Formerly known as the Historic Sites and Structures Survey
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Early Gardner Park with new Grandstand
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’, AUGUST 21, 1963
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UP GO THE GOAL POSTS —
Members of the Newport MHigh School fooiball workouts are scheduled for the rest of the week
sQUad rase the goal posts at Gardner Park as By Coach Jack Woods as the Hawks start to get
another foothall season gels underwany. Light in tritn.  (Daily Express Sportphoto—M. Boright)




Gardner Park Grandstand Photos

Grandsrand - Side liew Benches
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Grandstand E Roof framing




* Formerly known as the Historic Sites and Structures Survey






